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MINNESOTA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Thirtieth Annual Meeting 


NOTE: Outlines 
printed in this 
News: 
The Library 


of the following 
number of Library 


papers are 


Notes and 


and Business Organization, by 
F. K. Walter; Library Publicity and Adver- 
tising, by Ruth Rosholt; Recent Best Sellers, 
by Louise Lamb; Reference Work with Schools, 
by Irma Walker; Home Reading Lists, by Har- 
tet Gemmel, and the lists of Recent Best Sel- 
les, Books on Religion and Ethics and New 
Technical Books. 


The thirtieth annual meeting of the 
Minnesota Library Association was held at 
the Spalding hotel in Duluth, October 2-4, 
with an attendance of 124 members. 


The first session was called to order at 
3 o'clock on Monday afternoon by the pres'- 
dent, Miss Alice Dunlap, who welcomed the 
Visitors and outlined the plans for the enter- 
tanment during the three days. 


A roll call of libraries was responded to 


| with the most striking features of the work 


during the year. 


In the 
Elizabeth 


Miss 
read the 


absence of the chairman, 
tobinson, Miss Wood 


Report of the Education Committee 


From personal suggestion and from print- 
ed material sent out by the American Li- 
brary Association and other libraries, the 
committee had prepared an outline for the 
use of those who are speaking on librarian- 
ship as a profession. In May and June, 
talks were given in a number of schools and 
colleges, and in each case the director ex- 
pressed interest in having the matter pre- 
sented. Reports indicate also that much 
valuable recruiting is being done informally 
by high school librarians and the librarians 
of the smaller towns. 


School libraries seem to be steadily ap- 
proaching the place they should occupy in 
the schools, but the opportunities for serv- 
ice are endless and more money and more 
staff are needed to carry on the work. 
Signs that bring encouragement are the 
inclusion of library rooms in plans for new 
school buildings everywhere, and the stand- 
ards governing these that are being deter- 
mined by the State Department of Educa- 
tion. 


The stress being placed so heayily just 
now on silent reading is a challenge to 
school librarians to be sure that the quanti- 
ty needed and the quality desired are both 
forthcoming. 


Children’s Book Week will be more wide- 
ly observed this year than ever before, and 
this will furnish an opportunity for librari- 
ans to emphas‘ze the purchase of more and 
better books. 


The increasing number of calls for school 








librarians throughout the state is both en- 
couraging and embarrassing on account of 
the few opportunities for training librari- 
ans. The course in the use of books and 
libraries being offered this year for the first 
time at the university, and the institutes 
held this fall are a beginning in meeting 
this need. 


Miss Robinson commented favorably upon 
the two state lists recently issued for the 
elementary schools and the high schools and 
also upon the new state course of study in 
English, which will be a great aid to 
librarians in directing purchases and home 
reading lists. The course in Engtish also 
included 15 lessons on the nce of +e Jibrary. 
Of interest in this connection is the plan 
inaugurated in Minneapolis and St. Paul 
of monthly meet’ngs of the school librarians 
to discuss books for purchase and other 
matters of mutual interest. 


The work of the Minneapolis Public 
Library with the schools has been strength- 
ened by the appointment of Miss Tawney 
as instructor for the elementary and junior 
high schools. In St. Paul a very attract- 
ive branch has been opened in the Hill 
School, making 17 in all. Another item of 


interest is that the City Department of | 


Education has this year furnished the equal 
amount which is the prerequisite for ob- 
taining state aid for books. In other years 
this has been supplied by the public library. 
The Department of Education is also turn- 
ing over to the public library other money 
for books for schools. 


At the Detroit conference of the A. L. A.., 
the counc'l voted to indorse the report of 
the A. L. A. Committee on Education and 
the committee recommended that the Min- 
nesota Library Association also place itself 
on record as approving this report, which 
has been printed as a broadside, entitled 
“Ts your library organ’zed for education?” 


The striking features of the Detroit Con- 
ference were discussed by those who had 
attended, and it was the consensus of opin- 
ion that the meetings of the American 
Library Associat‘on would be of much 
greater benefit if held away from the larger 
c_ties. 

Mr. F. K. Walter, librarian of the State 
University, gave a talk on the Library and 
the Business Organization. 

The president appointed the following 
committees: 

Nominating—Miss Hickman; Mrs. Per- 
kins; M’ss Hutchinson. 
Resolutions—Mr. Wheelock; Miss Fink; 

Miss Stewart. 


It was voted to send a greeting from the 








| high schools and 10 colleges or 


|eome for your Library? 
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association to the North Dakota | 
Association meeting at Devils Lake. 


aibrary 


At 6:30 o’clock, the association met in the 


| ballroom of the hotel for the annual ban- 


quet, during which Mrs. McKee of Duluth 
rendered several beautiful vocal selections. 


Following the banquet, a delightful pro- 
gram of stunts was given, the following 
groups of librarians participating: Lake 
Region Library Club, St. Paul Publie Lj- 
brary, Minneapolis Public Library and the 
Range Library Club. 


October 3rd, the session opened with a 
breakfast picnic served by the members of 
the Duluth library staff at the Lester Park 


| camping grounds, on the lake shore. 


The program was resumed at 10 o’clock 


| in the hotel, when Miss Baldwin presented 
| an informal report of the 


| Certification and Standardization Committee 


Registration cards were sent to all li- 
braries in the state, including public, col- 
lege and high school | braries. Responses 
were received from 63 public libraries, 99 
special 
libraries. 16 libraries reported encourag- 
ing increases in salaries. 


No attempt was made to revise the cer- 
tification recommendations, awaiting  fur- 


| ther action by the A. L. A. Committee, and 


it is evident that not much will be gained 
by any scheme of unofficial certification. 
The committee asked for discussion on the 


| question of whether we are ready to work 
| for legislation on certification in Minnesota. 


In the discussion of standardization, at- 
tention was called to the reports of libraries 
printed in Library Notes & News for 
March, 1922, with the recommendation that 


| the association approve the A. L. A. reso- 


lution entitled “What is a Reasonable In- 
which sets the 
minimum income at $1 per capita. 


A lvely discussion followed this report. 


| Miss Ahern and Mr. Walter both urging 
| librarians not 


to overemphasize the im- 
portance of statistics in measuring work 
accomplished. 


Miss Hickman led the round table of work 
with foreign born which was participated 


'in by Miss Campbell who told of the work 


w'th foreigners in St. Paul; Miss Courteau 
of the St. Paul library who spoke of the 


‘eataloging and sources of foreign books; 


Miss Tawney, who told of the methods of 
selection in the foreign book department of 
Minneapolis of which Miss Nilsson is chief 


' and M’ss Martin, who read the paper pre- 


pared by Miss McLean of Minneapolis tell- 
ing of her visits to the Naturalization Court 
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where the new citizen is welcomed to the 
library- 

Miss Hurlbert led the round table on 
admin‘stration and after various opinions 
and laws were read, a discussion followed 
of methods of detecting and punishing muti- 
lations and theft. 


Dr. Kramer, of the Faribault Library 
Board, was present and extended a cordial 
invitation to the association to hold the 
1923 meeting in his city. An invitation was 
also extended by Miss Lammers for the 
Mankato Library Board, and the Civic and 
Commerce Association of her city. It was 
moved and seconded that the invitation 
from Faribault be accepted. The motion 
was withdrawn and another motion carried 
referring both invitations to the business 


session. 


The afternoon session of October 3rd was 
opened with the report of the 


Library Legislation Committee 


by Miss Countryman, chairman. Plans of 
certification by legislation were outlined and 
the county library law read with the pro- 
posed changes as printed in September 
Library Notes and News. The committee 
recommended: (1) Revision of the county 
law; (2.) State aid for libraries; (3.) Cer- 
tification of librarians; (4.) Library in- 
struction in the university. 


The report was accepted, but it was de- 
cided to drop further action until a later 
date. 


Miss Countryman urged the purchase of 
“Maria Sanford’s Life,” which will be pub- 
lished in the near future by the University. 


The Round Table on 


Recent Developments in County Library 
Work 

lel by Miss Countryman was participated 
in by Miss Field, who told of the work 
just started in Hennepin County. Miss 
Clark, of Hibbing, told of her visits to the 
libraries of the British Isles and compared 
the work of those libraries with the county 
libraries of America. 


The discussion of Publicity Methods by 
Miss Rosholt resulted in a motion that the 
chair appoint a Publicity Committee of the 
state association. The motion was carried 
and it was left to the new president to ap- 
point the committee. 


A two hour drive around the beautiful 
boulevards of Duluth was taken directly 
following the afternoon session, under the 
auspices of the Chamber of Commerce, and 
at 6:30 the visitors were entertained by the 
Library Commissioners at a sumptuous 
dinner at the Business Women’s Club. 
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The evening sessions were held at the 
Public Library. Mayor Snively welcomed 
the visitors with a short talk. 


Miss Mary E. Ahern, editor of Public 
Libraries, who had added spirit to the’ 
former meetings by her participations in 
discussions was the speaker of the evening. 
The inspiration which her paper created will 
be lasting, especially as she urged the car- 
rying on of higher ideals in library work, 
less attention to statistics and more to the 
human side of the work. Her advice to 
librarians was for: more personal reading 
of the higher type. 


Mrs. Banning, the author of several books 
of fiction was present and contributed valu- 
able suggestions about the choosing of 
books; urging less attention to the opinions 
of the group of younger critics and more 
to the opinions of one’s readers. 


A reception followed in the circulation 
department of the library. 


October 4th the report of the 


Committee on Courses in Library Science 
by Mrs. Jennings, chairman, was read by 
Mr. Wheelock. The principal suggestion 
made by this committee was the creation 
of a library school at the University of 
Minnesota with a degree of bachelor of 
library science. It was unanimously in- 
dorsed by the association and a resolution 
was introduced by Mr. Wheelock which will 
be submitted to the state legislature during 
the coming session and to the board of 
regents of the University. 


The book symposium conducted by Miss 
Powell included books on religion and eth- 
ics, by Miss Hutchinson; Technical books, 
by Miss Thorson and Miss Dutcher; His- 
tory and biography, by Mrs. Blanchard and 
Miss Glennon; Children’s books, by Miss 
McCubrey and Miss Raines; Fiction, by 
Miss Martin and Miss Lamb (Lists of pooks 
discussed are printed in succeeding pages 
of the bulletin). 


A motion was passed that a committee be 
appointed to investigate the checking and 
obtaining of state documents. 


The afternoon session was conducted at 
the Morgan Park club house, following a 
ride to the steel plant and Jay Cooke park. 


The minutes of the last meeting were 
declared approved, as printed in Library 
Notes and News, December 1921. 


The financial report was read and ap- 
proved. 


*Space does not permit the printing of the ex- 
cellent list on radio compiled by Miss Dutcher 
but multigraphed copies may be 
the Library Division 


obtained of 











Reports of Education Committee, com- 
mittee on courses in library science, stand- 
ardization committee, and Legislation com- 
mittee had been previously adopted 


The invitations of Faribault and Mankato 
were re-opened and it was moved and sup- 
ported that the next meeting be held at 
Faribault. Carried. 


In accordance with the motion passed at 
the morning meeting that a committee be 
appointed to make a check list of books in 
foreign languages ava‘lable in various li- 
braries of the state, the appointment of the 
following was made: Miss Carey, chairman; 
oe Charlotte Clark; Miss Charlotte Camp- 

ell.. 


In accordance with the motion passed at 
the morning session, a committee was ap- 
pointed to investigate the checking and ob- 
taining of state documents: Miss Lura 
Hutchinson, chairman; Miss Irma Walker; 
Miss Harriet Dutcher. 


A motion was made by Miss Baldwin to 
appoint a committee of trustees to arouse 
interest among trustees. It was suggested 
in the discussion that followed that at least 
one member of the committee be from 
Faribault. The motion carried. The new 
president to appoint committee. 


The report of the nominating committee 
resulted in the following election: Presi- 


dent, Mr. F. K. Walker, University of Min- | 
Miss | 


nesota library; 1st vice president, 
Julia Fink, Faribault Public Library, 2nd 
vice president, Miss Blanche M. Spooner, 
School and Public Library, Montevideo; 
secretary-treasurer, Miss Sophia Lammers, 
Mankato Public library. Ex-officio, Miss 
Alice Dunlap, Duluth public library. <A 
motion was passed that the secretary be 
instructed to cast a unanimous ballot for 
the officers as named by the following com- 
mittee: Margaret Hickman, chairman; Lura 
Hutchinson, Mrs. C. C. Perkins. 


The report of the committee on Resolu- 
tions, Mr. Wheelock, chairman, was accept- 
ed as follows: 


Whereas, it is deemed desirable— 


1. To make more generally known to the 
citizens of Minnesota the need that exists 
throughout the Northwest for trained li- 
brarians in public libraries, in schools, col- 
leges and universities and in the informa- 
tion service of business corporations: 


2. To induce a more general realization 
of the unique opportunity that exists for 
the establishment of an exceptionally effi- 
cient library school at the State Universi- 
ty. 


3. To call attention to the opportunity 








afforded by library work as a useful pro. 
fession and as an attractive means of liveli- 
hood for men and women. 


4, To arouse the interest of members of 
the legislature in the need of early and 
adequate provision for the training of ]j- 
brarians at the University of Minnesota 
whenever the university authorities shall 
deem it expedient. 


THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That 
| the committee on Education be instructed 
| so far as it may find it feasible. 





1. To call the attention of librarians 
library boards and school boards throughout 
Minnesota to the importance of inducing 
women’s clubs, business organizations and 
| other civic and educational bodies in the 
| state to adopt resolutions favoring an ap- 

propriation for the establishment and con- 

duct of such I’brary school, and to lend 
| their active support to any legislative ae- 
tion looking to the establishment of ade- 
quate courses in library training. 





2. To take steps to secure the co-opera- 
tion of the press of the state in the project 
for such library schools. 


WHEREAS, The League of Women Vot- 
ers is endeavoring to secure the establish- 
| ment of a Woman’s Department in the Ex- 
| tension Division of the State University. 


| 

| THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That 
} 

| 


the Minnesota Library Association express 
its hearty approval of that movement. 


RESOLVED, That this association thank 
Miss M. E. Ahern for the loyalty to the 
library profession shown by her _attend- 
ance and counsel during the deliberations 
of this convention. 


RESOLVED, That the Minnesota L‘brary 
Association express its cord’al appreciation 
| of the hospitality displayed by the library 
| staff of the Duluth Public Library, by 
|Mayor Snively, by the City and County 

Commissioners, by the Bus‘ness Women’s 
Club, and by the Morgan Park Club; and 
that it extend its thanks to the manage 
ment of the Spalding hotel for its many 
courtesies and to the News Tribune and 
the Herald for their full and interesting re- 
| ports of the proceedings of the Association; 
| and be it further RESOLVED, That the 
| secretary be requested to forward copies of 
this resolution to those named herein. 


RESOLVED, That the resolution of the 
American Library Association on Supervi- 
sion of school libraries, entitled, “Is your li- 
brary organized for education?” be im 
dorsed by this association. 


| RESOLVED, That the secretary include 
| in this report an indorsement of the Amer 
|ean Library Association resolution o 
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standardization entitled, “What is a reason- 
able income for your library?” 


A letter from Miss Carey, chairman of 
the Hospital Libraries comm_ttee, request- 
ing that the committee be discontinued was 
referred to the executive committee. 


It was recommended to the new Executive 
Committee that the committee on Courses 
in Library Se‘ence be discontinued and its 
work turned over to the Education and 
legislative committees. 


The question was raised as to the con- 
tinuation of the Standardization Board. It 
was recommended that the incoming officers 
take action on this matter. 


A moton was made and carried that the 
treasurer be instructed to pay the annual 
dues of the association to the A. L. A. 


A motion was made and carried that the 
association express its appreciation of the 
cordial invitation from the ¢ ty of Mankato. 


The meeting was turned over to. the 
School Libraries Round Table which was 
presided over by Miss Wood. 


Miss Fink told of training given a class 
of High School student assistants in Fayi- 
bault and the credit they receive for the 
work. 


Miss Gemmel discussed the home reading 
lists n the state English syllabus and told 
of the work done in the Duluth High 
School. 


principal of a_ rural 
school at Cook, St. Louis county, told of 
his efforts to get the children interested 
in reading and how with the assistance of 
the pup.Is, the school library had _ been 
transformed from a dust-covered heap of 
books to the most attractive institution in 
the school. His talk preceding Miss Walk- 
e’s was a splendid illustration of the way 
in which the insp ration received in the 
Hibbing library was being passed on to 
the children of the country. The session 
dosed with a talk by Miss irma Walker, 
reference librarian of H bbing, on the 
methods she uses in her reference work 
with High School pupils. 

GRACE 


Morris Stevens, 


M. STEVENS, 
Secretary. 


Standing committees for the coming year 
are announced by the incoming president 
as follows: 


Education Committee: Miss’ Havriet 
Wood, chairman; Mrs. J. T. Jennings, St. 
Paul; Mss Nelle Olson, Buhl; Miss Eliza- 


beth Scripture, Minneapolis; Miss Alice 
Farr, Mankato. 
Legislative Committee: Miss Gratia 


Countryman, chairman; Webster Wheelock, 
| St. Paui; Miss Maud van Buren, Owatonna; 
Miss Ruth A. Haven, Chatfield; Miss Alice 
| Murdock, Stillwater; Miss Dorothy Hurl- 
| bert, Hibbing. 


Publicity Committee: Miss Ruth Ros- 
holt, Minneapolis, chairman; Miss Irma 
Walker, Hibbing; Miss Clara F. Baldwin, 


| St. Paul. 


THE LIBRARY AND THE BUSINESS 
ORGANIZATION 


By F. K. Walter, 
Libzarian, University of Minnesota 
The resemblances between the purpose 
and methods of a modern library and a 
business organization are numerous. Both 
have a common purpose: the widest possi- 
ble distribution and use of their stock. The 
business house which does not make sales 
quickly goes into bankruptcy. The library 


| whose books are not used also goes bank- 
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rupt as far as effect veness is concerned, 
even if it does linger long in a moribund 
kind of existence. In recent years we have 
been repeatedly urged to “sell the library 
to the community.” The expression has 
come to have a somewhat unpleasant sound 
because of inopportune repetition and of 
some of the ill-advised methods used, but 


' there is a basis of fact in the theory. 


The business corporation has for its de- 
sired aim the rap d turning over of stock by 
a steadyily increasing list of orders from 
steady customers. General offices, factories 
salesreoms. sales forces and service stations 
exist for this purpose. The library, too, is 
successful in proportion as it can circulate 
through all its branches and deposit stat‘ons 
a steadily increasing number of good books 
to people who get the habit of coming back 
for more. 

Librarians are beginning to recognize 
more clearly the need of special technical 
knowledge and tra’ning for their work. In 
business circles, too, there is a growing 
recognition of the fact that effic ency 
depends on training and special information 
as well as on personality. Th’s is shown 
in the growth of business schools of all 
types, in the numerous sales manuals issued 
by business houses for their sales forces, in 
the great sales of business books and in 
the establishment of service schools by great 
corporations like the West’nghouse and 
General Electric Companies. 


it has recently been my privilege to see 
the advance sheets. of a confidential sales 
manual issued by a very large corporation. 
The high points stressed strikingly resemble 
those often emphasized in papers’ by 
librarians. Among the chief essentials for 


| sales suecess mentioned in the manual are 











these: (1) Knowledge of the stock and its 
adaptation to special needs, (2) Knowledge 
of the territory, present and potential, with 
the widest possible personal acquaintance 
with dealers and the kind of customers they 
serve. The possible expansion of the ter- 
ritory through new uses of the product, and 
customers yet unreached is also important. 
The limitations of the product, so that it 
does not suffer in reputation by beng put 
to uses for which it is not intended, must 
also be considered. (3) Esprit de corps in 
the staff, promoted by staff meetings, con- 
ventions, sales contests and other means is 
essential. Each salesman must aim to get 
the largest possible legitimate commission 
for himself through selling the products 
which makes for the prosperity of the com- 
pany he represents. (4) Honesty and inter- 
est are indispensable for success. The sales- 
man must be honest in regard to his pro- 
duct. He must believe in it himself before 
he can sell it to others. He must consider 
its effect upon the customer. He must not 
sell more than the customer ‘or dealer can 
use to advantage. He must rely not on new 
orders but on repeated orders from satis- 
fied customers. 


It seems reasonable to draw these an- 
ologies from the principles of th's typical 
sales manual. (1) The librarian must know 
his stock of books as well as the salesman 
know his stock. (2) The librarian must 
know his territory thoroughly. He must 
know all the possible ways and_ places 
through which books can be distr’buted to 
advantage. He must know those in charge 
of these distributing agencies, whether at 
the oan desk in the main _ library 
or the volunteer worker in charge 
of the most remote _ traveling _li- 
brary. He must know the wants and tastes, 
as far as possible. He can seldom rely on a 
constant increase of new readers but must 
rely mainly on the cont nued satisfaction 
of those who do use the books. (3) More 
attent'on must be given to the library sales 
room, which is the loan desk. It should 
be served by those of the staff who like best 
to work with people and who know the 
books they distribute. (4) Success in li- 
brarianship as a business is conditioned on 
a real belief in the value of _ the 
service libraries give. There is much truth 
in the old idea that a love of books is neces- 
sary for a librarian, but with this must go 
a real enthusiasm which makes one anxious 
to share wth others the benefits books give. 
(5) The real type of salesman is beginning 
to realize that lasting business success is 
impossible for him unless he sells something 
which makes for the increased good and 
happiness of the community He must select 
his stock with this in view. The librar’an 


too, must select his stock with the good 
of his individual readers and of the com- 
munity in view. 


Sometimes the two will 











| 


| 
| 





conflict. The mature reader wi 
benefit by what may be injurious fon 
young and immature. The librarian small 
be positive. He must be openminded enou fh 
to recognize varied needs but must not i 
so flabby as to yield to popular demand f 
the worthless, the hopelessly mediocre be 
the positively injurious. E N 


LIBRARY PUBLICITY AND 
ADVERTISING 


By Ruth Rosholt, Head’ Catalog Dept 
Minneapolis Public Library rs 


Recent interest man‘fested by li i 
would indicate that it was no loner aa 
sary to urge the need for publicity. Ways 
and means of achieving publicity are now 
the chief topics of discussion. 


Fundamental to all other things is the 
public spirit of the librarian himself. He 


| or she must be keenly interested in life, 


have contact with life and be identified with 
activities in the community. A _ readiness 


to serve is not enough. 


It is well occasionally to strike a balance 
of library service. Estimate the cost of 
circulation per book against the cost of 
maintenance. Figure the proportion of bor- 
rowers to the total population. Check up 
on the varieties of occupations and profes- 
sions served and the numbers of persons 
reached in each group. If there is a wide 
discrepancy something is wrong. The li- 
rary is either not relatin™ its service to the 
needs of the community or else the library 
is not making its facilities known. If there 
were a competing public library in your 


| community what changes would vou make 
in your policy ? 
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For efficient library service there are four 
essentials: knowledge of the community 


| and its needs, knowledve of the library’s 


resources, publicity which makes. these 
resources known in the proper quarter and 
lastly organ‘zation which puts all these into 
effect. Once the public begins to seek out 
the library the best advertising is library 
service. Personality counts heavily. To 
the public the library is not so much an 
institution as it is an individual—the li- 
brarian herself and the library assistants 
whom the public meets. 


Before planning library publicity it is 
worth while to study commercial advertis ng 
and adapt these methods to your needs. 
Talk with advertising experts — with 
representatives of different groups—find out 
what the community wants to know about 
the library. To confine library advertis ng 
to the things one thinks people ought to 
want to hear puts one in danger of being 
either too technical or too pedantic. Get 
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the outsider’s point of view. Keep your 
advert:sing human, interesting, alive and 
emphasize books. 


Keep everlastingly at it. If one scheme 
fails try something else. Cooperate with 
anybody and any organization that can help. 


Personal work of course is all important 
hut there are other channels and a few of 
them are listed as follows: 


Movies: 


The local house can often be persuaded 

to run a slide inviting people to the library, 
giving some interesting news item about 
the library. Movies can be taken of the 
library at work. 


Doubleday Page has a picture film of 
making of a book which is good educa- 
tonal propaganda. 


Gary, Ind. gives motion picture shows 
for children with library assistants in 
charge. 


Whenever a good picture is shown drama- 
tied from a novel, feature that book and 
tall attention to the movie. People l’ke to 
reread the story which they have seen. 


Library Week: 


Many communities have held a library 
wek, distributed circulars, exhibited books 
in downtown windows, held parades, instal- 
led library booths, had speeches in schools, 
churches, business houses and clubs. 


Community Picnics and County Fairs: 


These have been used by putting up a 
library booth, taking registrations and 
creulating books. 


Talks by The Librarian: 


Talks before organizations are splend‘d 
publicity. They give the desired personal 
contact. Be broad of sympathy and do not 
lt interest in one group monopolize you to 
the exclusion of other groups. It is impor- 
tant for foreigners to use the library but 
the educated element have claims upon it 
as well. 


Exhibits: 


Exhibits of all sorts are a good lure and 
tan be linked up with library service. Ex- 
hibits of things made by children directed 
by books they read will draw crowds. Ex- 
hibits of photographs, post cards, local art 
work ete, ete. can all be utilized. 


Contests : 


Contests among the children in reading 
honor points, among schools or districts 
for record registrations are all possible. 


| 
| 
| time are hearing about the library even 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 








Posters: 


Placards should be simple. 
commercial posters. 


Book Lists: 


These should be short and subjects timely. 
Annotations help. Criticize them as an out- 
sider. 


Study good 


Window Displays: 


Study other window displays ‘and apply 
their principles to your problem. Study the 
grouping of books and try to look at the 
problem from the other side of the li- 
brarian’s desk. 


Newspaper Advertising 


Newspaper publicity is the most far 
reaching. Most local papers are proud of 
the library as a local institution and glad 
| to feature it. Establish cordial relations 

with the papers. Get the editor’s point of 

view on “news” and try to give him yours 
in library service. You may not be able 
| to achieve this all at once but keep at it. 
| You may not approve of the paper’s policy 
| but after all that is the editor’s job and he 
| thinks he knows his own business. You 
may find some triviality in your “story” 
exalted to a headline and what you think 
| really vital ignored. Never mind, send the 
omitted part in again. The public all the 





| 


though your personal feelings are ruffled. 


Every good publicity man maintains that 
every friendly mention however trivial is 


' constructive advertising. Some go so far 
| as to claim that “even a knock is a boost.” 


With a good “come back” a knock can be 


| turned in the library’s favor. 


It all simmers down to this—patience, 
perseverance, good humor and tolerance and 
the cultivation of news sense. To fail in 
any of these sets back your cause. To 
maintain them gains ground steadily. 


RECENT “BEST-SELLERS” 


By Louise Lamb, 1st. Asst. Circulation 
Dept., Minneapolis Public Library 


It might be of interest to make a brief 
survey of a few of the most striking and 
sharply contrasting types of best-sellers of 
the past year and a half, since they show 
such a growing diversity in character and 
such a marked increase in the popularity of 
the better written and higher class type of 
stories. The titles have been chosen from a 
survey of our reserve files, only those of 
remarkable and sustained popularity being 


| selected. 
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For example, De la Mare’s “Memoirs of 
a midget” and Hemon’s “Maria Chap- 
delaine,” both much in demand, are far 
removed from the usual best-selling type 
since their plot interest is very slight and 
their charm lies almost wholly in their 
delicately whimsical and artistic style. 
“Memoirs of a midget” has for its hero’ne 
an abnormally tiny person of beautiful soul 
and clear mentality. The author describes 
exquisitely this dainty midget’s reactions 
and experiences in a normal world. During 
one short year, she is exhibited by a Gypsy 
show man, she has a tragic love affair, she 
barely escapes death, and returns finally to 
her childhood home. “Maria Chapdelaine” 
is a story of French Canadian life in the 
back country of Quebec. It is poetic and 
idyllic in character rather than thrilling and 
swift-moving of action, the style usually 
associated with tales of Canada. 


Another two unusual “Best-sellers” are 
Sedgwick’s “Adrienne Toner” and Cabell’s 
“Cords of vanity,” the latter suitable for 
closed shelves only and a title hot essential 
in smaller libraries. These novels are 
fascinating chiefly because of their finished 
style and remarkably subtle and penetrating 
character studies. “Adrenne Toner” fur- 
nishes an interesting picture of the results 
of an Anglo-American marriage, since 
Adrienne, a strong willed and thoroughly 
fascinating American girl, marries the son 
of an English county family, with very 
deep-rooted conventional English traditions. 
After a tempestuous and_ undiplomatic 
struggle to win her husband and his family 
to her own view points, she finally becomes 
thoroughly estranged from them all, realiz- 
ing too late that she will always love her 
husband. As in Sedgwick’s “Third Window” 
there is a psychic note touched by the fact 
that Adrienne possesses a rare magnet c 
power by which she often relieves physical 
suffering. James Branch Cabell very aptly 
calls his novel “Cords of vanity” a “Comedy 
of shirking.” Robert Tounsend, the central 
figure, is an example of the artistic tem- 
perament which seems unable to face un- 
happiness and so shirks all responsibility 
that threatens discomfort. He _ passes 
through a litany of love affairs, some idyllic 
and some very sordid, and Wilson Follett 
says in the introduction that the author, 
in a delicately artistic way, has made Toun- 
send’s weakness as a man tolerable because 
it is so intimately correlated with his 
strength as an artist. 


Two other titles, Hough’s “Covered 
wagon” and Rinehart’s “Breaking Point” 
belong to the always popular type, having 
an absorbing story and plot interest. The 
“Covered wagon” tells of pioneers who 


blazed the trail from Missouri to Oregon 
in 1848, suffering from hardships, 
prairie fires 


from 


and thrilling fights with 








Indians. Several highly romantic episodes 
are furnished by the rival .su'tors for pretty 
Molly Wingate’s hand. The “Breaking 
point” is a mystery and a love story. The 
mysterious tragedy of young Dr. Living- 
ton’s earlier life threatens to destroy his 
brilliant and happy future, but, of course, 


| love is the “breaking point” which gives 


him courage to face and forget the past 
and to “carry on.” 


Hutchinson’s “This freedom” and Lewis's 
“Babbitt” fall rather naturally into a class 
by themselves. because the fact of their 


| being “best sellers” is probably largely due 


to the remarkable vogue of _ their 
predecessors. “If winter comes” and 
“Main Street.” In my humble opin- 
ion “This freedom” is_ far _ infer‘or 
to “If winter comes,” in_ style, story, 
interest and convincing character delineg- 
tion. Its title is taken from the scriptural 
quotation “With a great sum obtained | 
this freedom” and the theme is a timely and 
vital one—Can a married woman have 4 


| business career and be a successful wife and 
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mother? I thoroughly agree with the crities 
who say that Lewis’s novel “Babbitt” js 
better done and less melodramatic than 
“Main Street.” The author, of course. has 
been criticized severely for repeating him- 
self by laughing again in his sleeve at 
“Main Street,” this second time a city 
instead of a small town main street. He 
gives an amusing but none the less almost 


| profoundly searching satire on the Ameri- 


can business man’s ways, through his clever 
picture of Babbitt, a realtor, earnest and 
zealous in business pursuits and ambitious 
to be a leader in all vital city activities, 
including the Booster’s club and others. I 
agree with someone who has said that the 
virile and lovable Babbitt is much more 
interesting than the fickle Carol and her 
yearnings. To be sure the language of these 
business men, as Lewis shows them to us 
in their clubs, on Pullman ears, and_ at 
luncheon, sounds crude and uncouth at 
times, but it is, I believe, a true commen- 
tary on our American language as used 
often by our clever business men when 
meeting informally. There is subtle and 
delicate tragedy in the dismal social failure 
of the Babbitts’ dinner given to the 
McKelveys who are one rung above the 
Babbitts on the social ladder. Much that 
sounds heavy as a story is done with a 
light touch that relieves the  sordidness. 
For example, at the ripe age of forty-six 
the supposedly staid Babbitt thinks he 
wishes freedom from business cares and 
dull domesticity and looks for a beautiful 
and diverting affinity. Complete disillusion- 
ment results in an attempted love affair 
with the pretty widow Tanis, and our hero 
is brought to his senses very sharply by 
the sudden serious illness of his wife. 
Respectability and real attachment for his 
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family were ingrained far too deeply in his 
nature for him to change. However, we 
enjoy his various attempts at flying off at 
a tangent and there is a note of tragedy in 
his outburst to his son at the last when 
he says, “Practically I’ve never done a 
single thing I’ve wanted to in my whole 
life.” 


I thought it might also be of interest to 
mention Sherwood Anderson’s “Triumph of 
the egg,” a closed shelf title, because many 
consider Anderson one of the most sig- 
nificant young American story writers. It is 
rather unique that these stories of such 
flatly drab and unpleasant lives, told ‘n 
fanciful prose, should have such a wide 
circle of readers. It has been said that 


these tales are written rather in the strain 
of Master’s “Spoon River anthology,” and 
Tchekoft’s influence is seen in 
mosphere and technique. 


their at- 


Galsworthy’s “Forsyte saga,” a Ser’bner 
publication of 1922, deserves special atten- 
tion because it collects into one moderately 


priced volume the fascinating stories of the | 


Forsyte family, hitherto published separate- 
ly. It includes “Man of property” “In 
chancery,” “To let,” and two shorter tales 
“Indian summer of a _ Forsyte” and 
“Awakening,” as connecting links. This 
series is probably Galsworthy’s finest work 
as a novelist, written in his most finished 
style. 


The last title I mention, Tarkinton’s 
“Gentle Julia,” gives joy to the librarian’s 
heart because it furnishes the much needed 
delightfully humorous story so popular for 
reading aloud. Absolutely different from 
the prize winning “Alce Adams,” this is 
Tarkington in his gayest and sprightliest 
mood. Young Florence Atwater, the female 
mimic of Penrod, has been said to prove by 
her mischievous antics, K-pling’s theory 
that the female of the species is more dead- 
ly than the male. 


On the list following, additional titles, 
similar to the above mentioned in type and 
popularity, are included, which could not be 
treated in detail in this brief survey. 


SOME RECENT “BEST SELLERS” 


Bacheller, I. A. 
Richard. 

Banning, M. C. Spellbinders. 

Burnett, F. H. Head of the house of 
Coombe. 

Cather, W. S. One of ours. 

Cobb, I. S. J. Poindexter, colored. 

Curwood, J. O. Country beyond. 

De la Mare, W. J. Memoirs of a midget. 

Deland, M. W. C. Vehement fiame. 

Galsworthy, John. Forsyte saga. 

Grey, Zane. To the last man 

Hemon, Louis. Maria Chapdelaine. 


In the days of poor 


Hopkins, W. J. She blows! and sparm at 
that! 

Hough, Emerson. Covered wagon. 

Hutchinson, A. S. M. This freedom. 

Kaye-Smith, Sheila. Joanna Godden. 

Lewis, Sinclair. Babbitt. 

Merrick, Leonard. Chair on the boulevard. 

Norris, K. T. Certain people of importance. 

Quick, Herbert. Vandemark’s folly. 

Rinehart, M. R. Breaking point. 

Sabatini, Rafael. Captain Blood. 

Sedgwick, A. D. Adrienne Toner. 

Speare, Dorothy. Dancers in the dark. 

Tarkington, Booth. Gentle Julia. 

Wharton, E. N. G. Glimpses of the moon. 

Wilson, H. L. Merton of the movies. 


BOOKS ON RELIGION AND ETHICS . 


Compiled by Lura C. Hutchinson, Reference 
Librarian, Minneapolis Public Library 
Canney, M. A. Encyclopedia of religions. 

Routledge, 1921. $10.00. 

Mathews, Shailer, & Smith, G. B. Dic- 
tionary of religion and ethics. Macmil- 
lan, 1921. $8.00. 

More useful for ordinary library than the 
preceding title. 

Hastings, James. Greater men and women 
of the Bible, 6v. Scribner, 1913-16. $18.00. 
Very useful. 

Yearbook of the churches. 1920. Federal 
council of the churches of Christ in Amer- 
ica. 75ce. 

Betts, A. F. Mother-teacher of religion. 
Abingdon press, 1922. $2.00. 

For use in the home. 

Cope, H. F. School in the modern church. 
Doran, 1919. $1.50. 

For the S. S. worker. 
Babson, R. W. Enduring 
Macmillan, 1921. $1.50. 
Ellwood, C. A. Reconstruction of religion. 

Macmillan, 1922. $2.25. 
Not dogmatic, or theological. 
popular. 

Fosdick, H. E. Meaning of service. 
sociation press, 1921. $1.25. 

Gray, A. H. Christian adventure. Associa- 
tion press, 1920. $1.25. 

King, H. C. Fundamental questions. Mac- 
millan, 1917. $1.50. 

Sperry, W. L. Disciplines of liberty. Yale 
Univ. press, 1921. $2.00. 

Swain, R. La. R. What and where is God? 
Macmillan, 1921. $2.50. 

Vedder, H. C. Fundamentals of Christian- 
ity. Macmillan, 1922, $2.00. 

Miller, E. E. Dramatization of Bible 
stories. Univ. of Chicago press, 1918. $1 
Stories told by children, and dramatized 

by children. 

Russell, M. M. Dramatized Bible stories 
for young people. Doran, 1921. $1.50. 
Plays fully written out. 

Lewis, F. G. How the Bible grew. Univ. 
of Chicago press, 1919. $1.50. 


investments. 


Very 
As- 
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Margolis, M. L. Story of Bible translation. 
Jewish pub. soc., 1917. 75ce. 

Smyth, J. P.* Bible in the making in the 
light of modern research. Pott, 1921. 75c. 

Moulton, R. G. Bible at a single view. 
Macmillan, 1918. $1.00. 
From the literary point of view. 

Hobhouse, L. T. Rational good. Holt, 1921. 
$2.00. 

Hudson, J. W. Truths 
pleton, 1921. $3.00. 


NEW TECHNICAL BOOKS 
A selected list 


Compiled by Elizabeth Thorson, Technical 
Dept., Minneapolis Public Library 


we live by. Ap- 


Alway, F. J. Agricultural value and 
reclamation of Minnesota peat soils Minn. 
Agric. Exp. Sta. Bulletin 188. 1920. 20c. 

Best, W. N. Burning liquid fuel. U.P. C. 
Bk. Co. 1922. $5.00. 

Wadleigh, F. R. Coal manual for salesmen, 
buyers and users Nat. Coal Mining News, 
Cincinnati, O. 1921. $2.50. 

Chatburn, G. R. Highway 
Wiley, 1921. $3.00. 

Powers, W. L. & Teeter, T. A. H. 
drainage. Wiley, 1922. $2.75. 

Gornston, M. H. Operating 


engineering. 


engineer’s 


catechism of steam engineering Van No- | 


strand, 1922. $4.00. 

Hammond, J. H. The engineer. 
1921. $1.50. 

Hale, Harrison. 
Nostrand, 1921. $2.00. 

Willaman, J. J. Vocational chemistry. Lip- 
pincott, 1921. $1.75. 

Hale, G. E. New heavens. 
$1.50. 

MacGarr, Llewellyn. Rural 
Maemillan, 1922. $1.80. 

Finck, H. T. Gardening 
Harper, 1921. $2.50. 


Scribner, 1922. 
commun ty. 


with brains. 


LIBRARY INSTITUTES 


Ten library institutes were held during 
the fall, with a total attendance of 182, 
including librarians and trustees of small 
public libraries, school and teacher-librarians 
and heads of teacher training departments. 
The first six institutes were held early in 
October in connection with the Division 
meetings of the M. E. A. at Duluth, Bemidji, 
Mankato, Moorhead, St. Cloud, and Thief 
River Falls. Others were held at St. Paul 
Oct. 23-25, immediately preceding the M. E. 
A. meeting, Winona, Nov. 8-10, Austin, Nov. 
15-17, and Montevideo, Dec. 6-8. 


The instructors in charge were Miss Har- 
riet Dutcher and Miss Irma Walker, Duluth, 


Miss Helen Farr, Bemidji; Miss Alice Farr | 


and Miss Sophia J. Lammers, Mankato; 


Land | 


Seribner, | 


| the good work. Everyone knows 
| change for the better has come about in 


| leth, Faribault, Hibbing, 


| Miss Sarah Hougham and Miss Nelle 4 
Olson, Moorhead; Miss Edith Grannis and 
Miss Elizabeth Scripture, St. Cloud; Migg 


| Nelle Olson and Miss Helen Farr, Thief 
| River Falls; Miss Alma Penrose and Miss 
| Irma Walker, St. Paul; Miss Mary Grant 
| and Miss Maud van Buren, Winona; Migg 
|! Maud van Buren and Miss Alma Penrose 
| Austin; Miss Alice Farr and Miss Elizabeth 
| Scripture, Montevideo. 


Mr. F. K. Walter, librarian of the Univer. 
| sity, addressed evening meeting's at Winona 
| Austin and Montevideo on, The library—g 
| liability or an asset. 


The definite program of instruction could 


| not be carried out as scheduled in all cases 

| but the meetings were rather more in the 
| nature 
| selection, and reference aids 
| large share of attention. Demonstrations of 
| mending and care of books were featured at 
| each institute. The enthusiasm and interest 


of round table discussions,—book 


receiving 4 


manifested on the part of those who attend- 


| ed, many of whom had had no previous 


library training, cannot fail to produce 
definite results, some of which are already 
manifest in many instances. 


CHILDREN’S BOOK WEEK IN 
RETROSPECT 


Speaking of Children’s Book Week, in 


, | retros 's. Flavia C 
Kinin Cenmlatey. Von | etrospect, Mrs. Flavia Canfield, the author 


of “The Kidnapped Campers” series, has 
this to say. “There has no more significant 
sign of the awakening to the child’s impor- 
tance than this rush of parents and teachers 
and child lovers and librarians to help on 
what a 


regard to the care of the bodies of children. 
And now the truth dawns that the whole- 
| some feeding and care of the minds and 


| hearts is of equal importance.” 


Reports from Minnesota libraries and 
| schools indicate splendid cooperation on the 


| part of those interested, and considerable 


diversity and originality in carrying out the 
program. 
reporting 


Among libraries and _ schools 


| special exhibits and programs are Aurora, 


Bemidji, Biwabik, Chisholm, Duluth, Eve- 
Litchfield, Little 
Falls, Mankato, Mapleton, Moorhead, Orton- 
ville, Owatonna, Red Wing, Stillwater, 


| Virginia, Wadena and Winona. 


| Essay contests and poster contests were 
| held in Austin, Bemidii, Buhl, Duluth and 
Virginia. The essays followed the idea of 
| the book party suggested in The Bookman 
/or such topics as “My favorite book and 
} why.” 

Club women assisted in programs given 





inthe schools at Glencoe, Granite Falls and 
[ewiston. 


Extracts from letters and clippings show 


special features which are typical, or the | 


plan of organization:— 


Buhl. Miss Leavitt, the school librarian, 
granged for the theme contests and pre- 
gntation, and the poster exhibit and the 
judging and the book exhibit were held at 


the public library. The best of the themes 
were read in assembly and judged by the | 


library board members the two best being 
published in the papers. Another class 
wrote favorite character sketches, unnamed, 
to be guessed by the rest of the class. 


One of the merchants gave the use of a 
good window on the main street, where an 
attractive display of books with large dolls 
reading them was arranged. 


Duluth. A committee representing the 
library, school, churches, boy and girl scout 
and book stories had charge of the work. 
Exhibits were held in the main library and 
two branches. Essays on “My favorite 
bok and why” were submitted by 175 chil- 
dren from the 8rd to 8th grades and the 
prize was awarded to an eight year old boy 
inthe third grade. 


Litchfield. The grades of the 
made excellent posters which were on ex- 
hibit at the library all the week. Some 
fne children’s books were for sale. The 
Woman’s Club served tea at the library one 
afternoon and made $25 for children’s 
books. The manual training department 
made an Aldrich book case for exhibit. 


Mankato. A feature of the daily program 


at the public library was victrola numbers | 
suitable for children, given with the co- | 


operation of the music stores. The Week 
was also advertised in the movies. 


Minneapolis. Pupils in Minneapolis Hich 
Schools observed Book Week by making 
individual contributions of good books to 
enlarge the school libraries. At West High 
School, 500 new books and several hundred 
old volumes were donated. 


St. Cloud Teachers College. The shelf 
of books for a one room school was made 
the special feature. The titles were read 
in assembly by President Brown and the 
books were exhibited in the library, with 
copies of the list for all who desired i}.em. 
Posters headed “How many have you read,” 
“Which would you choose,” “Get acquainted 


With these,” placed in the main building and 


the library entrance hall attracted consider- 
able attention. The posters were made by 
members of the art class, the printing class. 
The book list was printed first in the school 
paper and extra copies run off from the set 


schools | 


up type. The list was also printed in the 
| newspapers with editorial comment. 


Children’s Book Week in St. Paul 


Our tentative plans for the week were 
outlined early in August, and we began 
| interviewing the people we were anxious to 
| have act on committees during the first 
| week in September. 


Our executive committee was largely 
made up of non-members of the library 
| staff (it being a foregone conclusion that 
| all staff members were already interested 
| in better books for children.) 


Tentative plans for the week were first 
presented to the bookstores, the churches 
_and the schools. With their hearty co- 
| operation assured, we next approached the 
clubs with an outline of methods for the - 
observance of the week on their programs. 
| Our interviews with the club presidents 
were followed by requests for support and 
_ advertisement on the part of the movies 
and the press. In two cases the movies 


planned special matinees, in a third the 
| manager of seventeen provided at their own 
| expense a slide advertising book week in all 
| of their houses. 


Everywhere our representatives were 
received with the utmost consideration and 
in no instance was co-operation refused. 
| When the week finally arrived the stage 
' was all set for success. The newspapers 
had been generously heralding the coming 
| event in their columns for three weeks. On 
| the Sunday of Nov. twelfth one of the 
| papers devoted an entire page to the sub- 
| ject; the other featured it in three different 
| places. 


At the library, we had assembled an ex- 
| hibit of some six hundred volumes in the 
art exhibition room. Approximately two 
hundred of the titles ranged in price from 
| $.385-$1.75; these were supplemented by 
| beautifully illustrated editions from our 
| reserve collection. For the most part the 
| books were grouped by subject, but in many 
| cases titles, because of their variety of 
| interest and merit were included in several 
| places. i. e. Muir’s Story of my boyhood 
| and youth, was placed both with biography 
| and out of door books—Boutet de Monvel’s 
Joan of Are with picture books and bio- 
| graphy—Lang’s Poetry of heroism, with 
| history and poetry—Treasure Island with 
Sea stories, and Thirty books for a Child’s 
| vocabulary, etc. 

| 
| 
| 
| 


Members of the juvenile staff took the 
' responsibility for the placement of the 
| books, but the conception of detail and 
| finishing touches which made the exhibit an 
| artistic success were looked after by the 


chairman of the decorating committee. 
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Through her, rugs were available for table 
covers, beautiful imported tapestries 
brought color and warmth to the walls, dull 
copper bowls and Italian pottery served as 
eontainers for the bitter-sweet on the 
tables and over the book cases. In lieu of 
floor lamps tall wrought iron floor candle 
sticks were used in the room, and here and 
there brass candle-sticks were used on the 
tables. The result was a colorful, restful, 
inviting room. 


On five afternoons during the week, repre- 
sentative clubs acted as hostesses, provided 
tea, and served it to all guests who came to 
the exhibit. 


Because of its popularity, and in order 
that teachers who wished to could bring 
their classes as a unit to see it, the time of 
the exhibit was 
twenty-sixth of November. During that 
period more than 2,000 people visited the 
exhibition room. 


Now that the celebration is over what 
have we to show for our efforts? 


1. More intelligent and better informed | 
patrons of the library who will act as | 


publicity agents for better books and wider 
service. 


2. Increased patronage. 


8. Seventeen clubs during the week gave | 


over at least part of their programs to the 


consideration of children’s books and many j| 


others are still to feature it. In only three 
cases were the speakers members of the 
library staff. The chairman of our speaker’s 
committee provided for this contingency by 
enlisting the services of 
mothers whose children have grown up in 
the children’s room and who have always 
had the highest standards and feeling for 
the importance of careful selection. 


4. Better books available at the book | 
closer co-operation with the | 


stores and 
library. 

5. What we prize most of all, however, 
is the splendid spirit of generosity and 
helpfulness which was everywhere in ev- 


idence among those who contributed time | 


and thought and energy to make our 


venture a success. 


DELLA McGREGOR, Chief of Juvenile 
D:vision, St. Paul Publie Library. 


In an article written for Children’s Book 
Week in the New York Times, November 
12th, Montrose J. Moses asks, 

“Do you remember the swing of early 


days, the child seated securely, with tiny 
hands grasping the ropes on both sides of 


her? 
with intensity, until her curly hair nearly 


extended through the | 


seven of the | 


Up she goes, and you swing her | 


touches the upper branches on the tree. You 
give her a good start, and then you let her 
go. I always hated to see the ‘cat die’ 
And so it is with Children’s Book Week: 
how long will this splendid intensity eop. 
tinue? What can we do to make it a 
permanent wave of enthusiasm? Children’s 
| Book Week serves to swing us high, so that 
we may have a broad horizon as to the 
child’s desire. The week ends November 
18th. What’s to follow? Will we let the 
cat die?” 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The mid-winter meetings will be held at 
Hotel Sherman, Chicago, December 28, 29 
and 30. 


There will be meetings of the A. L. A. 
| Council, League of Library Commissions, 
University librarians, College librarians, 
| Normal school librarians, Librarians of 
| large public libraries, the Executive Board, 
| the Editorial, Education and other com- 
; mittees. 





The 45th annual conference of the Amer- 
ican Library Association will be held in Hot 
Springs, Arkansas, April 23 to 28, 1923. The 
Eastman Hotel, which can accomodate 
' seven or eight hundred librarians will be 
headquarters and the meetings will be held 
| in ths hotel and in other buildings nearby, 


| Hot Springs is reached by the way of St. 
Louis or Kansas City, and is situated in 
Hot Springs National Nark, which is a 
| particularly attractive place in the spring. 


Further announcement will be made in 
| the A. L. A. Bulletin for January. 


THE TWIN CITY LIBRARY CLUB 


On Thursday evening, October 26th, the 
'members of the Twin City Library Club 
were the guests of the Branch Division of 
| the St. Paul Public Library at a Hallowe'en 
| party held at the Riverview Branch Library. 

A brief social hour in the reading rooms, 
which were charmingly decorated for the 
| occasion, was followed by a program in the 
library auditorium, with Miss Buell, chief 
'of the Branch Division, in charge. The 
| address of welcome was by Mr. Wheelock. 
' Mrs. Jennings gave an interesting account 
'of the various activities and accomplish- 
' ments of the Branch Division. Miss Perrie 
Jones’ talk on daily experiences in hospital 
| library work held the absorbed attention 
of her audience. Musical numbers and solo 
dances by Miss Eaupt completed the pro- 


| gram. 
A short business meeting of the Twin 
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City Library Club was then held and officers 
for the coming year elected: 


‘President—Miss Lucy L. Powell, Min- 


neapolis Public Library. 


Vice President—Mr. 
University Library. 


H. G. Russell, 


Secretary-Treasurer—Miss Amy W. Noll, 
J.J. Hill Reference Library. 


Adjournment was made to the reading 
rom, Where refreshments were served. 
The Hallowe’en idea was followed out most 
completely and successfully in every way, 
even to the telling of fortunes by amateur 
gipsies. The hospitality of the Branch 


Division met with expressions of warm ap- 
preciation from their guests. 


Elizabeth K. Clark, 
Secretary. 


CLARA BALDWIN LIBRARY CLUB 


The Clara Baldwin Library Club held its 
frst meeting after the summer vacation, at 
Virginia, Sept. 20. Officers were elected as 
follows: Irma Walker, Hibbing, president; 
Violet Baker, Virginia, vice-president; Nelle 
Olson, Buhl, secretary-treasurer. 


Plans for the state library convention to 
be held in Duluth in October were discussed. 


The club met at Hibbing, November 22nd. 
The program consisted in roll call of reports 
upon “What you did for Children’s .Book 
Week” and a round table upon “Keeping up 
with Elections,” a discussion on how to 
procure lists of candidates and their stand 
upon the questions of the day, posting maps 
of precincts and the use of the library 
building as a polling place. 


Nelle A. Olson, 
Secretary. 


At the invitation of the Virginia library 
board, a meet of all the library boards on 
the Range will be held in Virginia January 
17, to discuss the organization of a Range 
Library Board Association. 


Miss Mary E. Ahern, editor of Public 
Libraries has been invited to be present. 


CATALOG ROUND TABLE 


The Catalog Round Table of the Twin 
Lites met November 11th in Saint Paul. 
There were eighteen librarians present. 
Miss Helen K. Starr, of the J. J. Hill Ref- 
erence Library, who is a member of the 








Committee on Re-organization of the 
Catalog Section ‘of the A. L. A., presented 
this subject for discussion. Definite recom- 
mendations will be voted upon at the next 
meeting, which will be held December 9th 
at the University of Minnesota. These sug- 
gestions will be presented by Miss Starr to 
the Committee, at the Midwinter meeting of 
the A. L. A. at Chicago. 


The members of the Re-organization Com- 
mittee are Miss Margaret Mann, of the 
Engineering Societies Library, New York, 
chairman, W. W. Bishop, Librarian, Univer- 
sity of Michigan Library; Ellen A. Hedrick, 
of the Department of Agriculture: Miss 
Clara P. Briggs, Harvard University Li- 
brary; Miss Helen K. Starr, J. J. Hill 
Reference Library. 


NEW A. L. A. PUBLICATIONS 


New guide to reference books, by Isadore 
G. Mudge. $3. 


A thoroughly revised edition of Kroeger’s 
Guide. 


Essentials in library administration, by 
Lutie E. Stearns, revised by Ethel F. Mc- 
Cullough, cloth 75c; paper 50c. 


A thoroughly revised edition of this help- 
ful handbook, filled with practical help for 
the librarian and trustee of the small or 
medium sized library. It includes suggested 
by-laws for the board of trustees, suggested 
rules and regulations for a public library, 
suggestions for the routine of organization 
and hints as to business management, 
blanks and forms. 


U.S. Government documents, by J. I. 
Wyer (A. L. A. manual chapter XXIII) 
Paper 25c; 25 or more copies 10c each. 


A through revision of the A. L. A. 
manual chapter 23 issued in 1915, and the 
fourth edition of the A. L. A. Handbook 


| 7, issued in 1914, bined i 
LIBRARY BOARDS PLAN ASSOCIATION | MUmber 7, issued in pertietibrr reser  oe 
| a brief elementary statement of a few 


one pamphlet. Dr. Wyer says “It remains 
essential facts touching the nature, acquisi- 
tion, organization and use of American 
federal, state and city publications, and is 
addressed specially to small and medium 
and sized libraries.” 


Fundamentals of reference service, by 
Mary Emogene Hazeltine. Paper 25c. 


Reprinted from the Wisconsin Library 


Bulletin. 


Gifts for children’s book shelves, compiled 
by a committee of the Children’s Librarian’s 
Section of the A. L. A. 100 copies, $2.00. 


A 16-page leaflet listing 85 titles, with- 








out annotation. This list wll form the 
basis of a list of 100 titles to be issued 
in 1923. 


A. L. A. reading course in business, by 


Ethel Cleland, single copy 15¢ (stamps), 6 | 


for 25c (stamps); 100, $2.50. 


This is the third item in the series of 
reading courses issued for free distribution 
by libraries to serious readers. 
will appeal to the man or woman who is 
attracted by correspondence courses on 
business. 


LIBRARY AIDS 


D. Appleton & Co., 35 West 32nd St., 
New York, will send free upon request a 
booklet on Edith Wharton, written by Kath- 
arine Fullerton Gerould, and Hildegarde 
Hawthorne’s booklet, “Joseph C. Lincoln’s 
America.” 

Harper & Bros., Franklin Square, New 
York, announce that photographs of authors 
and special illustration material will be fur- 
nished on request at any time. 

BOOKS WANTED 
St. Mary’s College Library, Winona, Minn. 


Congressional Globe, No. 158-41st cong- | 


ress, Ist session, 1869. 
Congressional Record, vol. 44, parts 1, 2, 
4. 61st congress, 1st session, 1909. 


BOOKS OFFERED 


Chatfield Public Library. 
Outlook, 1900-1910,. 1912-1916. 
Library Division, Department Education. 
Seribners magazine, v. 69 Jan.-Je 1921. 
Bound in brown buckram. For pay- 
ment of postage. 
Owatonna Public Library 
Lippincott’s Gazetter of the World, 1898. 
Longman’s Gazetter, 1895. For payment 
of postage. 
St. Mary’s College Library, Winona, Minn. 
Larned—History for Ready Reference, 5v 
¢c’1895. Bound in calf, good second- 
hand condition, $10.00. 
St. James Public Library. 
Poole’s Index, v. 1. Parts 1-2, 1802-1881. 
v. 2, 1882-1886. v. 4, 1892-1896. 4th sup., 
1897-1902. 


MINNESOTA’S BEST KNOWN WOMAN 

The biography of Maria Sanford, by 
Helen Whitney, is a book which should be 
in every public library in Minnesota. 


Identified with the University since 1880, 
and widely known through lectures in al) 
parts of the state, Maria Sanford has be- 
come a part of the most precious heritage 
of every Minnesota citizen. Her sterling 


This course | 





character, devotion to truth, untiring gel. 
sacrifice and indomitable sp rit  illumines 
| this inspiring book, which comes as a wel- 
| come restorer of the human spirit amidst 
| the cloudy pessimism of modern literature 
The book is published by the University, 
at $2 and all proceeds go into the Maria 
Sanford memorial fund which will one day 
acknowledge our debt to the tradition of 
Americanism, Maria Sanford fostered. 





| LIBRARY SCHOOL OF THE NEW YORK 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Courses Open to Auditors 
Feb. 5—May 4, 1923 


A number of courses offered to seniors 
at the Library School of the New York 
Public Library are open, with certain re- 
| strictions, to properly qualified auditors, 
|The requirements for the admission of 
_auditors are that they possess such ma- 
_turity of mind and of exper ence as will 
| enable them to gain profit from lectures 
| designed for advanced library school stu- 
| dents. The courses are under the direction 
| of the faculty of the Library School and 
of numerous prominent lLbrarians. The 
opportunities available to auditors consist 
of attendance at lectures, round tables, con- 
| ferences and visits, of consultation w th the 
faculty and with lecturers, and in some 
cases of practical work in librar es in New 
York City. 


For 1922-23, the fcllowing 
| open to auditors: 


courses are 


Administration; Art and the Book; Book 
Selection; The Library and the Community; 
The literature of Economics; School Library 
methods: Svecial Library Methceds. 


The Library School aims to put at the 
disposal of all students the available in- 
formation about the local events of interest 
in the fields of art, civics, literature, music 
and drama, and as far as possible to ar- 
range schedules so that students may take 
full advantage of them. 


Auditors are admitted for full courses 
only. Registration should be made as early 
as possible. Fees are at the rate of five dol- 
lars ($5.00) per course of twelve lectures, 
payable in advance. Persons interested will 
please address the Supervisor of Open 
Courses, Library School of the New York 
Public Library, 476 Fifth Avenue, New 
York City. 


PERSONAL 


| Miss Lillian E. Cook, for more than three 
| years librar.an of the traveling library re 
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signed her position December Ist, to accept 
an appointment as librarian of the State 
Normal School, Minot, N. D. 


Miss Grace W. Estes, Janesville, Wis., a 

uate of the Wiscons'n Library School 
and formerly librarian at Antigo, Wis., has 
heen appointed librarian to succeed Miss 
(ook and will begin work January Ist. 


Miss Cornelia D. Plaister, of Dubuque, 
Ia. Western Reserve Library School, has 
heen elected librarian of the newly organ- 
ied South St. Paul Public Library and 
will assume her duties February Ist. 


Miss Mary R. Radford, recently cata- 
loger at the Milwaukee Normal School, has 
succeeded Miss Olson as IUbrarian at Buhl. 


Miss Lillie C. Lilliequist has resigned as 
librarian at Chisholm to accept a posit’on 
as field worker with the Library Bureau, 


Chicago. 


Miss Agnes V. Johnson, formerly assist- 
ant at Chisholm, succeeds Miss Lill equist 
as librarian. 


Miss Ella T. Danielson of Tacoma, Wash. 
has been elected children’s librarian at 
Chisholm. 


Miss Ann Peterson, assistant librarian, 
Virginia, was marred in October to Charles 
Swanson of Duluth. 


Miss Rowena Lodwick of Platteville, 
Wis. graduate of Wisconsin Library 
School, 1920 and for two years in the Du- 
buque public library has been appointed 
to the staff of the Virginia public library, 
succeeding Miss Peterson. 


Miss Maude Ressler, for 11 years libra- 
rian at Park Rap‘ds has entered the West- 
em Reserve Library School. Mrs. Cora 
Wade succeeds Miss Ressler as librarian. 


Miss Esther L. Seavey, for 16 years libra- 
rian at Atkin has resigned her posit’on, and 
will be succeeded by Mrs. H. H. All.nson 
January 1st. 


Mrs. Philip L. Allen, Reedsburg, Wis., 
Albany Library School, is organ’zing the 
library of St. Mary’s College, Winona. 


New assistants on the staff of the Min- 
neapolis public library are: Nelle Barmore, 
Atlanta, circulation dept.; Cora Dunnells, 
Pratt Institute Library School, reference 
dept.; Irene Melgaard, (returning after a 
year at Los Angeles Training Class,) cat- 
alog dept.; Ruth Lawrence, Minneapolis, 
catalog dept.; Mary Williams, U. of Minn., 
clipping dept.; Margaret Durand, Simmons 
College, ch Idren’s librarian, North Branch; 
Margaret Welch, Minneapolis training class, 
1920, Franklin Branch; Mrs. Myron Hus- 
band, U. of Kansas, one year at U. of 


Minn, library, Pillsbury Branch; Mrs. 
Edith Branham, U. of Minn., Seven Corners 
| Branch; Celia Frost, formerly  ch’‘ldren’s 
| librarian at Hibbing, Walker Branch; Ruth 
| Moir, New York Public Library, Linden 
| Hills Branch; Mae Wright, U. of N. D., 
| asst Jordan Jr. High School Branch. Donna 
| Davis returns to Sumner Branch after a 
Geos of absence for a trip around the 
| world. 


The St. Paul College Club has awarded 
its library scholarship for the present year 
to Miss Dora Pearson, of the Catalog De- 
partment of the Public Library, who is 
attending the New York State Library 
School, at Albany. 


Mrs. Jean Christmas, graduate of the 
| University of Oklahoma, and formerly on 
the staff of the Oklahoma Library Com- 
mission, has joined the staff of the St. 
Paul Publie Library. 


Miss Faith Dennis, who was for two 
years on the staff of the Saint Agatha 
Branch of the New York Public Library has 
accepted a position at the St. Anthony 
Branch of the St. Paul Public Library. 





Miss Isabel Kay, for 17 years on the staff 
| of the St. Paul Public Library, d‘ed of in- 
juries received when she was struck by an 
automobile. Miss Kay retired from library 
work in 1920. 


Miss Emma Wiecking, N. Y. Public 
Library School, 1922, is assistant in the 
Mankato Teachers’ College Library. 





Minn. Summer 


Miss Selma Hoganson, 
| Library School, 1921, has been appointed 
school librarian at Fergus Falls. 


NEWS FROM PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


NOTE—Items of news for 
solicited from all libraries in the state. These 
should be real news items, indicating some 
progress or new plan which may be suggestive 
to other libraries. Notes should be sent to the 
Director of Libraries by the 15th of the month 
preceding each issue of the bulletin, which ap- 
pears quarterly in March, June, September, and 
December. 


this column are 


Austin. Miss Tanye Burgess gave-a talk 
on the work of the library at the weekly 
luncheon of the Rotarians. 


Chisholm. The Chisholm library bus has 
proved its popularity during the first year 
of its service just completed. The bus 
visits 10 locations, making a ten mile trip 
once a week. 470 persons have borrowed 
books, with a total circulation of 19,566. 


The library has begun service to the 
patients at the hospital. 
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Duluth. Exhibits of paintings by Duluth 
artists have been shown in the library club 
rooms during the fall. 


Eveleth. The library was closed for re- | 
| of the library system, pictures of library 
| branches, children’s posters, a list of Minne- 
| apolis authors and information about Min- 
| neapolis issued*by the Civic and Commerce 


decorating for a week in November. 


Faribault. The librarian, Miss Julia 
Fink, spoke at the Rotary Club luncheon, 
emphasizing the splendid collection of 
books and the difficulty of giving adequate 
service on account of the crowded and in- 
convenient quarters. 


Service is being extended to ne ghboring 
country schools, whose teachers are invited 
to get books for circulation to their pupils. 
the 


The library took part in general 


“open house” which Faribault held one 
evening in October. 
Gilbert. The H. S. Alumni Association 


is continuing its campaign for a _ public 
library and has enlisted the interest of the 
Lions’ Club in the project. 


Hibbing. The Italians of Hibbing cele- 
brated Columbus day at the public library 
with a program of speechs and music 
which lasted four hours. 


A series of educational films is being 
shown at the library by the Junior College. 


Hutchinson. The Hutchinson Woman’s 
Club held a library day in November. Miss 
Baldwin of the Library Division gave a 
talk, and the librarian and president of the 
library board were also called upon. 


Jackson. The library room in the new 
armory, furnished with new equipment, 
will be open in December. 


Mankato. Miss Isadore Veigel, who is 
in charge of the children’s room at the 
Mankato Public Library has organized the 
children into clubs, the reading club and 
library study clubs. There are 154 enrolled 
in the reading club whose purpose is to 
interest the children in better boox: There 
are three library study clubs which meet 
once a week, the first group of boys called 
the Robin Hood Club and two groups of 
girls called the Alcott Circle and the Little 
Women’s Club. 


Marshall. The library appropriation will 
be $2000 for the coming year, an increase 
of about $250 over last year. 


Minneapolis. The public library kept 
“Open House” one evening during Minne- 
apolis Week. All of the central building, 
including such departments as the bindery, 
order, catalog and branch departments were 
in full swing and members of the staff acted 
as hostesses. There was on exhibition bio- 


graphical material about Minneapolis writ- 
ers, artists, musicians and technicians and 








| their work, all trade magazines and loca] 
| house organs, and early books, documents 
| and pictures which have historical interest, 


Exhibits at the branches included a map 


Association. 


A branch has been opened in the new 
Jordan Junior High School with Miss Har- 
riet Clark as librarian and Miss Mae 
Wright as her assistant. The formal open- 
ing of the building occurred November 28th, 
A county institute was held November 
22nd for the librarians in charge of libra- 
ries in Hennepin county. The institute was 


| conducted by M'ss Field, county organizer, 


with talks by Miss Baldwin, of the Library 
Division, Miss Tawney and other members 
of the Minneapolis staff. There were talks 
on how to reach the community; much in- 
formal discussion of problems, and a dem- 
onstration of book mending by the head of 
the bindery. 


Montevideo. “More books for the libra- 
ry” proved a good slogan for the library 


| tag day which brought in $95.51. 


Northome. The public library was re- 
opened in November after being closed for 
the summer months. 


Owatonna. Publicity work in October in- 
cluded the distribution throughout the coun- 


| ty of several thousand printed slips with 


facts concerning the resources of the libra- 
ry. These were sent to each rural teacher 
to supply her community and 2000 of them 
were taken by the electric light company 
for enclosure with their bills. 


Rochester. The library booth at the 
county fair, Sept. 12-16, was particularly 
attractive. A good locat on was secured in 
the main building where all the school ex- 
hibits and others of importance were held. 
The booths in this building are constructed 
of tan plaster board, which made a fine 
background for bright colored posters ad- 
vertising books on forestry, poultry rais- 
ing, radio, boy scouts, fruit culture and 
various other subjects. On the wide shelf 


| running around the back and sides of the 


booth we d'splayed books appropriate to the 


| subject of the poster above it. Gaylord post- 


ers, calling attention to the library, what 


it stands for, its location, etc., were placed 
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on the front and outside panels of. the 
booth. Club programs festooned from cen- 
ter to sides gave an idea of club work 
accomplished and many country _ patrons 
were glad to see their program among 
them. A table, some chairs, ferns and 
two traveling libraries, large and small 
size, packed with books in bright colored 
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bindings made up the interior furnishings. 
Lists of “books of interest to the farmer” 
and “Children Books” were distributed. 


St. Cloud. The preparation of a budget 
showing the amount needed for actual run- 
ning expenses and new book purchases, re- 
sulted in an increase in the library ap- 
propriation to $5.700. In addition the city 
commissioners will undertake all large ex- 
penditures for repairs on the building and 
sidewalks. 


St. Paul. About the first of November 
the School Division of the St. Paul Public 
Library opened a branch in the J. J. Hill 
school, the seventeenth school building that 
is being served in this way. An attractive 
room has been finished anew and is being 
furnished as a memorial to Mrs. Hannah 
McGee, the former principal. It is being 
equipped with reading tables and chairs, 
and a Library Bureau charging desk has 
been given for the room. The Library is 
open Tuesday afternoon and all day Thurs- 
days, and 3125 books were issued during the 
month of November. Miss Chloe Morse is 
in charge. 


The St. Paul public library is arranging 
for an exhibit of new and old plays and 
books on the drama and for a program of 
readings and talks in observance of “Drama 
Week,” January 21 to 26. James Gray is 
Chairman of the committee in charge of the 
arrangements. 


The St. Paul public library has made ar- 
rangement with the “St. Paul Hotel,” 
whereby the library’s facilities are placed 
at the disposal of any guest. A guest de- 
siring to use the library receives a certi- 
ficate, a duplicate of which is kept by the 
hotel. On presentation of the certificate 
the library issues the book desired. When 
the book is returned to the library, the 
certificate is given to the guest who re- 
turns it in at the cashier’s desk at the 
hotel. By this system the hotel makes it- 











library for any 
books taken out, and both the guest and 


self responsible to the 
the library are relieved of the detail. of 
issuing temporary cards. 


A series of library teas are to be given 
in the Exhibition room of the Public Li- 
brary, by the Fourth District Federation of 
Women’s Clubs. The first was held on 
Friday, December 8th, at three _ o’clock. 
These teas were inaugurated two years ago, 
and proved so successful and _ enjoyable 
that it was decided to continue them this 
year. 


St. Paul. St. Thomas College. A rare 
collection of antique books, including sev- 
eral early Catholic Bibles, was on exhibi- 
tion at the college library during Educa- 
tion week. 


South St. Paul. The Public Library of 
South St. Paul was open to the public 
December ist, with about 1500 volumes on 
the shelves. Mrs. J. M. Rice of St. Paul 


| has organized the library and will have 


charge until Miss Cornelia D. Plaister, of 
Dubuque, Iowa, who has been elected li- 
brarian, arrives. 


Stillwater. A gift of $100 for children’s 
books from the Stillwater Shrine club 
helped to supply some attractive new books 
for the Children’s Book week display. 


Walker. Headquarters for the county 
nurse will be fitted up by the Red Cross 
chapter in the basement of the _ public 
librbary. The council appropriated funds 
to pay for part of the expense of installing 
a furnace. 


Willmar. A gift of $50 dollars from the 
Housekeepers’ Club was used for the pur- 
chase of reference books for children. 


Winona. The library of Teachers’ Col- 
lege was seriously damaged by the fire 
which destroyed the main building. 





MINNESOTA EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIA- 
TION 


School Librarians’ Division 


The sixth annual meeting of the Division 
of Public School Librarians of the M. E. A. 
was held October 26th, in the University 
High School Library and October 27th in 
the children’s room of the St. Paul Public 
Library. Seventy-two school librarians 
were present. 


At 2 p.m. Thursday a short business 
meeting was called. The following com- 
mittees were appointed: 





Nominat‘ons—Elizabeth Scripture, Alice 
Farr, Hazel Roche. 





Resolutions—Esther Hetherlin, Evange- 
line Robinson, Selma MHoganson, Nina 


Stewart and Mary Ober. 


A special feature of this meeting was 
the roll call of Minnesota school libraries. 
Many interesting talks were given with 
brief news notes from each library. At 
this session cities from A to M responded. 


Immediately following the business meet- 
ing, Miss Penrose, hostess librar’an, wel- 
comed us to her library and explained the 
Study room library plan and its operation 
in the Minnesota University High School 
Library. It is an experiment and it re- 
mains to be seen whether study rooms and 
libraries can function together. Miss 
Penrose is very open minded about the 
plan and is doing everything possible to 
make it successful. : 


Fortunately for us, Miss Martha Wilson, 
who appeared next on the program, st'll 
maintains “entangling alliance with school 
libraries.” Her discuss'on of some of the 
resulting experience in the school library 
field in the New England states, in the 
Middle West. in California and with the 
Southern Educational Association was en- 
thusiastically received. In conclusion she 
advised us. (1) Make your library count 
(do definite work day by day with the 
pupils and give library instruction). (2) 
Get the library on the right plane (out 
of the charity class). (3) Be propagand- 
its (recruit for library service). 


Miss Augusta Bjeldanes, of the Roose- 
velt High School, Minneapolis, discussed the 
outline of ‘brary Jessons and Miss Bessie 
Magahay, the Home Reading List in our 
splendid new English syllabus. 


Miss Wood explained the state aid resu- 
lations and commented upon the revision 
of the State Elementary List and the Sup- 





SCHOOL LIBRARIES DEPARTMENT 


plement to Miss Wilson’s High School list, 
An effort has been made not to duplicate 
entres so all three should be preserved 
used and criticisms sent in by librarians. A 
pamphlet of revised prices is in preparation 
and should be kept with these library lists, 


An invitation to visit the James Jerome 
| Hill Reference Library was extended by 
| Mr. Pyle, Librarian. ‘ 


At 9 a.m. Friday the session was in the 
Children’s room of the St. Paul Public 
Library. The roll call was continued and 
cities from M. to Z reported with stories, 

| incidents and plans. 


The officers elected for the ensuing year 
are: President—Blanche Spooner, Monte- 
| video; _Vice-President—Bessie Magahay, 
Faribault; Secretary—Augusta Bjeldanes, 
| Minneapolis. 


A communication from M. E. A  head- 
quarters was read with regard to filling out 
membership applications, paying dues and 


attending important sections and _ general 
meetings. 
Miss Elizabeth Robinson, Chief of the 


School Division, St. Paul Public Library, 
presented the report of the State Education 
Committee. (See page 65). 


Miss Harriet Wood, State Supervisor of 
School Libraries, told of the meetings of 
the A. L. A. and the M. L. A. and of our 
county and library institutes and _ their 
work. 


Miss Blanche Spooner, Montevideo, dis- 
cussed her class of student assistants and 
Miss Harriet van Buren, Mankato, ex- 
plained how she manages library work in 
grade schools. 


A most unusual demonstration of a com- 
bination Silent Reading and library “Pro- 
ject” was given by Miss Kather'ne Mont- 
gomery and Miss Mary Kimball of South 

St. Paul. Pupils who had done excellent 
work indexing for “Special days in School” 
told how they did it and explained its value 
to the school and library and to themselves. 


Miss Anna Buzler, Normal Training 
Department, Minneapolis, told of the rural 
teachers special problems as to Children’s 
Book week and suggested that definite 
programs should be sent out with lists, ap- 
peals to parents, and material for her own 
use. 


The last talk was given by Miss Della 
McGregor, our hostess librarian, who called 
to our attention the chief points of interest 

| in the Children’s Room: 
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Booklists, Home reading lists, Book re- 
port blanks, certificates, buttons, diplomas, 
pook note file; bulletins, wall and table; 
bulletin stencil machine; Fairy Tale map; 
fine editions case; Pamphlet file; picture 
collection; post card file. 


Our 1922 meeting concluded with a lunch- 
eon at the Commodore, where our new pres- 
ident made a graceful little speech, where 
the resolutions committee reported the 
proper “thank yous” in due order and where 
Miss Wilson told us intensely interesting 
stories of Lincoln and Springfield, of her 
work in the Lincoln library and of her life 
in the Lincoln home, of relatives of Mrs. 
Lincoln still living there and the incessant 
streams of visitors to this home. 


LAURIE JOHNSON, 
Secretary. 


SCHOOL LIBRARY PLANS AND 
FURNISHINGS 


School buildings are being erected all 
over the state. Where there is a school 
librarian it is her duty and opportunity 
to offer her services in helping to plan the 
Library Rooms. 


After the building is up, it will be useless 
to regret that the shelv ng is unsatisfactiry 
and the equipment inadequate. Suggestions 
for the Library Room are printed on page 
10 of the Elementary School Library List, 
1921-1922. Blue prints will be furnished 
for various articles of furniture if it is 
thought best to make the shelving and the 
racks for newspapers and magazines 
locally. Advice upon such matters as the 
dealers in library equipment especially in 
catalog cabinets, vert’cal files and libra- 
rians’ desks will be given upon request. 
The Supervisor of School Librar’es will be 
glad to visit any school that is planning 
a building or desirous of any other assist- 
ance. 


Do not build shelving higher than 
seven feet. Be sure to have the shelves 
movable. Have the spaces between the 


shelves 10 inches in the clear and avoid 
all ledges and ornaments upon which the 
books may catch. Shelving is very import- 
ant and should be carefully planned by 
someone who has been trained in library 
work. 


Wilson’s School Library Management, 3d 
ed., 1922, will be sent to any school by this 
office for $.55. This book gives much need- 
ed help in all lines of school library work. 
Excellent articles by Mr. C. C. Certain on 
School Libraries may be found in the April 
and June issues of the Detroit Journal of 
Education. These may be secured by ad- 
dressing Mr. Certain, the managing Editor 
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at Northwestern High School, Detroit. Mr. 
Certain is director of language work and 
library work in the Detroit schools and is 
the author of the “Standard Library 
Organization and Equipment for Secondary 
Schools of different sizes,” which may be 
obtained from the American Library Asso- 
ciation, Chicago, price $.40 or lent by the 
Library Division. 


HOME READING LISTS 


The state home reading lists were pre- 
pared with an especial effort to meet the 
situation from the viewpoint of both the 
English teacher and the librarian. These 
attitudes usually differ because of circum- 
stances under which each works. The li- 
brarian is interested primarily in getting 
the pupil to read. The teacher of English 
has the same objective but is at the same 
time required to test the soundness of that 
reading and give the pupil a grade therefor. 
This condition tends to make the outside 
reading a compulsory matter and to rob it 
of the spontaneity and interests that it 
might otherwise possess. 


But librarian and teacher can reach an ap- 
prec'ation of the other’s problem. The 
librarian should have as early as possible 
the reading lists required by the English 
department, and should have conferences 
with the teachers about the books on the 
list. They should agree as to substitutes 
and books to be stressed. 


This year at Duluth Central High 
School we are trying to prevent reading 


' from becoming a cut and dried require- 
| ment. 
| ry the reading they are doing. A minimum 


Pupils record on cards in the libra- 


is set, but the pupil is encouraged by extra 


| credit to go as far beyond it as he can. 


We find the pupil takes a great interest in 
keeping his own record, and the interests 
in reading and the amount done seem to 
be increasing. 


HARRIET GEMMEL 


REFERENCE WORK WITH SCHOOLS 


I Know the teachers: 

Know them in their class rooms and 
personally; their aims, problems and 
ideals of what they want to accomp- 
lish in their school work. Help them 
to progress professionally through 
courses of reading, supplementary 
books, pictures, college catalogs. Do 
not forget their recreational reading. 


Il Know your books: 
Be familiar with the books that will 


be demanded. Look up related sub- 





jects and select those suitable. Make 
a selected list of magazine articles. 
Sort your pamphlet material. If it 
is not suitable, write for more. Rein- 
force it. Make a special collection of 
all the material in a supervised place. 
Make a bibliography of it and post 
it or check the one the teacher sends. 
When you have done all this, try to 
anticipate the angle from which the 
work will be presented and prepare 
yourself accordingly. 
III Know your pupil patrons: 

Know which group wll come for a 
certain topic, have the material ready 
and try to fit it to the needs of each 
individual. Give each pupil personal 
attention and all the help he 
and no more. Find out his difficulties 
with the subject. and you may lay 
your hand on just the article to clear 
it up. Be firm on the study atmos- 
phere, but be human about annoying 
or humerous things. Try to have 
them feel that the library ‘s a lowical 


needs 


and easy place to get information, 
in school or out. It will help in after- 
life. 


IRMA M. WALKER 


BOOK ORDERS 


One of the most important duties of the 
school librarian is the preparation of the 
library book orders for the entire school. 
If orders are placed without her knowledge 
she cannot build up a well reunded, eczo- 
nomical collection that will serve the best 
interest of the entire school, both Elemen- 
tary and High School. On page 7 ard 8 
of the Elementary School Library List t*e 
matter of preparing the book order is fully 
explained. Where there is a contract with 
the public library the beok order is pre- 
pared by the public librarian under the sup- 
ervision of the superintendent and the bill 
paid by the public Lbrary. At the end of 
the school year the state will send the re- 
fund directly to the public library board. 
Several schools failed to receive their aid 
during the past year through delays caused 
by a misunderstanding of the plan. Fur- 
ther information will be given upon request. 


THE SAMPLE COLLECTION 


The publishers have very generously and 
very willingly deposited in the Library Div- 
ision copies of the books on the Minnesota 
School Library L'sts. Nearly all the books 


on the Elementary List may now be ex- 
amined here and in the near future copies 
of the books on the High School List also, 
will be on file. 


A number of teachers have 
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| already taken advantage of this opportunity 


to see the books before ordering. Recently 
a delegation from the Edgerton School jn 
Ramsey County came in. The  Parent- 
Teachers Association of this school had 
raised over one hundred dollars for the pur- 
chase of a school library and wishing to 
spend it to the best advantage, made an 
examination of each book before placing 
an order. Come in and look over the books 
whenever you have an opportunity. 


STUDENT APPRENTICES 


The Owatonna, Minn., Publ’c Library in- 
troduced the plan of High School student 
help for High School credit for three reg- 
sons: 


(1) To be frank, to release the time of 
its small staff from mechanical and rout- 
ine work for expansive work. 


(2) To equip several students to help 
themselves and their fellow students more 
fully than the regular course of High 
School instruction provides. 


(3) And by no means least—to recruit 
for librarianship. 


Juniors and the seniors who apply and 
whose marks warrant outside work are ac- 
cepted on the recommendation of their 
teachers. The number is limited according 
to the judgment of the l.brarian. 

One study period a day, for the five 
school days per week, warrants a_ half 
credit; two periods a day, a full credit. 


Different students serve during: different 
periods of the day. 


Instruction is given in library ethics and 
pract cal experience in reading shelves, 
shelving books, use of the card catalog, 
mending, withdrawing, checking bills, 
mechanical preparation of books, care of 
periodicals, alphabeting, filing, library 
handwrit:ng, loan desk work, daily statis- 
tics records, registration of borrowers, and 
the use of the Readers’ Guide. One period 
a week is devoted exclusively to instruc- 
tion in the use of reference books. These 
are taken up by classes; general encyclo- 
pedias, general dictionaries, atlases, ete, 
until all the reference books in the library 
have been examined, compared, and report- 
ed upon, and made practical use of by re- 
search questions. 


3y the end of one schovl year’s expeci- 
ence, a student knows whether or not she 
cares to make librarianship her profession. 
The Owatonna Publ ¢ Library is now giving 
its second year course for High School 
credit to three of the five students wno 
elected the course last year. The work this 
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year is a continuation of last year’s prac- 
tice work, with instruction in trade bibl’o- 
graphy, book reviewing, preparation of 
book orders, accessioning, classification, 
shelf-listing, cataloging fiction and juvenile 
non-fiction, general children’s work. Re- 
quired reading follows quite closely the 
course outlined in the Wisconsin Library 
School Apprentice Course for Small Libra- 
ries w'th the addition of up-to-date articles 
in Public Libraries and the various library 
bulletins subscribed for. 


Of the two seniors who took the work in 
1920-21, one is now helping herself throush 
college by do‘nge part time work in the col- 
lege library. Of the two seniors who elect- 
ed the 1921-22 course, one is working her 
way through the same collere in the same 
way, the other is an assistant in the Owa- 
tonna Public Library preparing for college 
next year. All three of these girls plan to 
take a regular library course at one of 
the accredited library schools. Two juni- 
ors who took the work last year are con- 
tinuing the work this year. Both have col- 
lege and library school training in view. 


The popularity of the course is evidenced 
in the number of applications which are too 
numerous to even consider. In justice to 
the students whom it is desired to sive as 
much individual help as possible, the num- 
ber is limited to three. 


As a recruiting scheme this one “works.” 
None of the several talks to the student 


body of the three High Schools in Steele | 


County, setting forth the advantages and 

joys of library work. has brought the re- 

sults that work for High School credit has. 
MAUD VAN BUREN. 

Librarian. 


MOTION PICTURES 


The motion picture producers under the 
leadership of Mr. Will H. Hays are trying 
to find out just what the educators of the 
country wish in the way of educational and 
recreational films suitable for schools. A 
Comm‘ttee on Public Relations representing 
the National Citizen organizations is co- 
operating with the motion picture producers 
in order that there may be a channel of 
communication between the Public and the 
Motion Picture Industry. A letter has re- 
cently come to our office from Jason S. 
Joy, Executive Secretary, whose office is 
at 522 Fifth Avenue, New York City. Li- 
brarians and school superintendents are 
urged to give Mr. Joy any information of 
a constructive nature that will help to bring 
about a more satisfactory use of the best 
films. We have all done our share of com- 
plaining and this is an opportunity to help. 
Mr. Joy writes that he will be glad to put 
anyone interested in contact with sources 
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of information concerning worthwhile pic- 
tures. He states, “It ought not to be diffi- 
cult for thoughtful persons in communities 
either large or small to work in co-opera- 
tion with local exhibitors in the selection 
of programs to be shown to the public. 
Such committees are now functioning in a 
good many communities to the satisfaction 
of both the public and the exhibitor. I 
shall be glad to put you in contact with 
sources of information concerning worth- 
while pictures which may be of assistance 
to the committees when they are formed 
and functioning.” 


“A list of excellent films may be secured 
also by writing to the National Committee 
for Better Films of The National Board 
of Review of Motion Pictures, 70 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City. 


SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


The Tie Between Subject Matter and 
Activity 


Properly administered libraries may be 
regarded as one of the foremost condi- 
tions of good teaching. In this sense they 
should function through the integration of 
subject-matter and school activity. The 
problem of subject-matter would be _ ex- 
tremely complex were it not for the fact 
that it may be handled through the single 


_agency of the school library. 





It is inconceivable that modern methods 
of teaching can exist without serious waste 
of time and energy unless the materials 
of instruction are organized and distributed 
with wisdom and economy. The school library 
may be thought of as the one agency in 
school organization that makes possible the 
definite, systematic manipulation and con- 
trol of what may be thought of as school en- 
vironment. Certainly no other feature of 
school organization involves so much of ed- 
ucational environment as does the library. 
When one considers how seriously the 
school may be cluttered up by the intro- 
duction alone of magazines and newspapers 
into class rooms or how seriously work may 
be interrupted through the haphazard in- 
troduction into the class room of moving 
pictures, stereopticons, or victrola records, 
he appreciates the importance of having a 
centralized agency for controlling such 
materials as these and of storing them 
centrally where they may be available ex- 
actly at the time when they are needed. 
The school library in the modern sense of 
the word is an agency for unifying meth- 
ods of instruction through an- organization 
of the materials of the curriculum. 

Cc. C. CERTAIN, 
Detroit Journal of Education, 
October, 1922. 





